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ANNUAL MEETING 

In point of attendance, the thirteenth annual meeting held on 
February 3rd, was the best meeting in the history of the society. There 
were eighteen members and ten guests present, with the total of two 
hundred thirty-one others who had sent in their proxies and could not be 
present. This is encouraging to the management, and it is hoped that 
as time goes on more members will feel that it is of importance to attend 
in person, no matter how well pleased they are with the record of achieve¬ 
ment or the progress of the zoo. 

An act of importance was the incorporating into the by-laws the 
action of the membership at the special meeting in November, when the 
Board of Directors was increased to nine members, five of whom should 
be residents of San Diego. This amendment was carried by two hun¬ 
dred forty-nine votes, Dr. Wegeforth voting the proxies which he was 
authorized to vote. 

In addition to the regular reports of officers and committees, much 
pleasure was given to those present by short talks from J. G. France, of 
the County Farm Bureau, and Carroll Scott of the Public Schools. Mr. 
France spoke on the practical value to the county agriculturists of the re¬ 
search laboratory, and Mr. Scott gave an excellent idea of the results of 
the zoo excursions, as carried out in the city schools, illustrating his points 
with samples of the different types of work done. 

New directors elected were Dr. Harry Wegeforth, Messrs. Gordon 
Gray, Alda Ferris, Frank Spalding, Milton Heller, A. T. Mercier of Los 
Angeles, Keith Spalding of Pasadena, C. R. Holmes of Santa Barbara, and 
Madison Grant of New York. Mr. Grant appointed Dr. Charles Haskin 
Townsend, Director of the New York Aquarium, to act in his stead. This 
change was unanimously accepted by the Board of Directors, as Dr. Town¬ 
send is one of the best known, most respected scientists in the world, and 
fully acquainted with the affairs of the Pacific Coast. 

After the meeting adjourned, two interesting reels of pictures were 
shown by Dr. Wegeforth, and light refreshments were served to the mem¬ 
bers and their guests. 

The reports of the officers and the reptile department will be found 
in this and forthcoming issues. 

One of the most interesting births yet recorded in the San Diego 
Zoo, is that of triplets to the pair of Bengal tigers brought over from 
Australia two and one-half years ago by Robert Bean. These young fel¬ 
lows were born on November 28th, and although the mother is young, 
and these her first babies, she has taken excellent care of them. They are 
fine fat agressive little cats, growing like weeds, afraid of nothing. They 













4 


ZOONOOZ 


1930 



BENGAL TIGERS 

have just made their first appearance in the outer grotto, and unless some 
tragedy happens, it looks very likely that the first tigers to be born in the 
zoo will grow up to bring as much credit to their birth-place as have the 
young lions scattered throughout the world from our famous original pair. 

The birth list of monkeys still continues to grow, the latest addition 
being a young sister to "Bag-ears,” the popular nubian baboon which was 
born to our adult pair in April, 1928. The "Yellow Kid,” as the new 
arrival has been christened, is even more precocious than was "Bag-ears,” 
and at four weeks old is scampering around and stuffing its little mouth 
with scraps of whatever food its indulgent mother permits. 

A truly worthwhile event has happened in the parrot group, for even 
though we are still keeping our fingers crossed, we have nevertheless a 
female eclectus parrot, nearly three months old, now feathered out. It 
looks as though, after many failures, this bird is going to be raised in 
captivity in the United States. 

The widespread scare in regard to the parrot disease, Psittacosis, has 
indirectly worked a hardship on the local zoo, for it has stopped the 
importation of parrots, just when a large shipment from South America 
was looked for. There has been no trace of it in the local collection, 
although many parrots had been received just at the time of the first 
alarm. The disease probably could not be transmitted to Jiuman beings 
without direct contact with an infected bird, and the widespread atten¬ 
tion it has received should warn people against handling too intimately 
any such pet. The disease among human beings is not so new or rare 
as newspaper reports would seem to indicate, it has perhaps fortunately 
however, been called to the attention of all members of the medical 
profession. 
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REPORT OF PRESIDENT 
To the Officers and Members of the Zoological 
Society of San Diego: 

Members and officers of the Zoological Society, I am bringing to you 
a very brief report as president of the Zoological Society, for I have asked 
the officers and department heads to make talks upon the various activities 
and I do not wish to encroach upon their subjects nor to bore you with 
repititions. This has been in some ways one of the outstanding years 
in our history. I say this literally and after due consideration, for some 
of our work has reached a point that has not been attained before and 
I feel that our contribution to the public has been greater and has received 
greater recognition than it has during any single past year. 

The work of our Zoological Hospital and Laboratory has contributed 
materially to the agricultural resources of the county. The work of our 
educational department has been more extensive and better organized 
both from the standpoint of the society and the school system than during 
any past year. Our scientific investigations and contributions have been 
more far reaching and broader in scope than heretofore and our exhibit 
has so increased in number, in rarity and in housing arrangements that 
we have an almost unbroken succession of exhibits in every direction. 

The raising of young animals which is one of the most interesting and 
important of our activities has never been so successful as during the 
past year, the birth records of the zoo reads almost like a census of the 
jungle folk. Seven baby monkeys, one baboon, three baby lions, three 
baby tigers, two pecarries, five kangaroos, five wolves, six coyotes, three 
sheep, two goats, two buffalo, two elk and thirty-six deer of eleven species 
have all been born in the zoo this year, while birds too numerous to list 
have been hatched and raised in our birdland. New specimens of im¬ 
portance are a Bengal tiger, one pair binturong, one pair black howling 
gibbons, seven marmosets, three leopards, two drill and two hamadryas 
baboons, one moustache, one putty nose, two sykes, four spider and one 
cherry headed mangabey monkeys. Two successful shipments direct by 
boat with the Hagenbeck brothers at Hamburg, Germany have been con¬ 
summated. An advantageous exchange and friendly relations have been 
established with the Sourabaya zoo at Java. 

Perhaps one of the most important events of the society history for 
the year was the carrying of our amendment to the present city charter 
which established the minimum tax appropriation for the zoo at two cents. 
This amendment serves to forever take the zoo out of politics by guaran¬ 
teeing it a certain established income which could not be reduced nor 
taken away by adverse political changes in the city management. The 
proposed charter which was defeated so decisively would have taken 
away everything for which you have worked in the past and left the 
zoo at the mercy of a city manager who might have been impelled by 
those to whom he owed his appointment to practically destroy the zoo 
by reducing its funds. That amendments which had been voted during 





6 


1930 


Z 0 0 N 0 O Z 


the past year, such as this one and the harbor provision should have been 
included in the new charter seems only fair to the people of the com¬ 
munity, and that provisions which had been refused at recent elections 
should have been omitted goes without saying. I ask you, therefore, as 
the president of your society, and as the person who has perhaps been 
most active in carrying out the program of your society and believing that 
1 am thus best informed as to the needs of the organization to demand 
of any new charter committee that the zoo shall be protected against any 
contingency that threatens to its future security. 

I cannot feel that this community should permit anything that has 
attained the prominence that our zoo has reached and that has as im¬ 
portant a place in the community life to languis for want of proper sup¬ 
port nor should the people allow new organizations no matter how 
worthy they may appear to supplant the older ones in the matter of pub l 
support I speak ^hese words not only for the zoo, but for those other 
organizations in the city which have been the pioneers in cultivating h, 
public mind of this community the proper appreciation for such sciemifie 
work and such culture as they offer to the people at large. Not one of 
these has reached the present standing without great struggles for their 
very existence and without the self-sacrificing work and generous support 
of^private individuals. Now that public sentiment for such things ha, 
been aroused guard well these exhibits and organizations which you al¬ 
ready have. They are of national importance, nationally and interna¬ 
tionally recognized and they deserve your first loyalty and support 

I wish to thank the generous friends of the zoo who have added so 
greatly to the collection and the garden this year by their generous 
donations of specimens and funds for cages. Time and space does not 
permit me to mention all of those who gave the zoo presents of an.mals, 
birds and reptiles, for the list would number nearly a thousand nami s. 
I am asking however, that they be published in the annua number of t - 
ZOONOOZ, so that the members of the society shall know to whom 
we are looking for support in this way, and that the individual donors 
may feel that their generosity is properly acknowledged Twoofthe 
finest structures built in the zoo were donated by the Standard Iron Com¬ 
pany—I speak of the cages for the anthropoid ages. Another one was 
donated by the Acme Ornamental Iron Works and when it is finished, 
there will not in the world be a finer group of cages for these animals 
The Pre-mix Concrete Company donated the material for the new Coat, 
pen Miss Zimmerman donated funds for the elephant pool and the 
San Diego Electric Railway supplied the steel rails for the_ stockade. Th<- 
Riverside Portland Cement Company has given two cars of cement for t 
polar bear grotto which will be built this year. The cages for birds for 
which Mrs Spalding donated the money last fall are now ready for 
occupancy and add greatly to the open space beyond the bird and monkey 

Sr °The renovation of the monkey cage group, the repair of the walk in 
front of the McRae cages and the placing of ten small cages for rodents 
and little cats between the bear grotto and the deer mesa were carried 
on out of the regular funds of the society. The last of the bare hills 




















1930 


7 


ZOONOOZ 


those enclosed by the fences surrounding the buffalo corrals have been 

planted to trees. , 

I would recommend for the coming year that the Polar bear grotto 
be built, the leopard cages and dog pens as planned for in the financial 
budget for the year ending July 1st. be finished for the first half of tie 
year. Then I urge that every effort be made toward building paved 
roadways at least on the near mesa where the primates and smaller animals 
are kept. The need for paved walks and roads is urgent and would save 
much annual expense necessarily spent in caring for the present system. 

I wish also to urge upon you at the present time that as members o 
the Society you lend your assistance in building up a larger and more 
comprehensive educational system, one that will take more into consider¬ 
ation the adult and adolescent members of the society and citizens of the 
county. Lecture courses and moving pictures which had been planned 
and failed of consummation because of the usurpation of our Educational 
Building should be again put under way and a suitable place provided 
for their installation. Our classwork as now carried out seems so per¬ 
fectly satisfactory that I would not recommend any change except toward 
its improvement. The work outlined can be carried out by our Com¬ 
mittee on Education if they are given the proper financial support and 
assistance by the members. In addition I believe that a committee on 
publications which should further the work of our scientific and educa¬ 
tional department, and carry out the work of publishing our bulletins, 
should be appointed and encouraged to become as active as the other 
branches of our society, for it has already a good start and a large mai ing 

list both at home and abroad. . 

I wish to thank the society for its unfailing support whenever it has 
been asked, and to thank the citizens of San Diego for their confidence 
and generosity toward the management of the zoo. The public press or 
this city has heaped upon the officers and members of this organization 
a pleasant burden of indebtedness for the unfailing support of the daily 
papers, and the appreciation of the society must also extend to those 
outside papers, periodicals and publications which give so much space to 
our exhibition and our work. The fact that they seem to consider any 
article on the San Diego Zoo worth paying for and publishing and that it 
does thus receive world-wide publicity must be a source of great satisfac¬ 
tion to the officers and management of the zoo and to the citizens of the 

southwest at large. , 

To the officers and committeemen who have contributed toward 
making this year a success, to the officials of the city and county, to the 
farm bureau, the poultry associations and the various clubs and organiza¬ 
tions, I wish to express the gratitude of the society as well as my own. 
This staunch assistance proves conclusively that they consider this work 
is not the work of our organization alone, but a public activity in which 
they wish to share. We hope to show our appreciation of such support 
in the past by maintaining and developing as the future unfolds ever a 
bigger and better zoological exhibit to interest more persons more deeply 
in the study of zoology and the love of nature and to contribute a bigger 
and more potent service toward the preservation of wild life and toward 
proper legislation and financial provision for safeguarding this priceless 
asset for future generations. 



















PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad¬ 
mission to all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 
the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $300.00 

SUSTAINING AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP $25.00 
Please clip out and use the blank printed below for some of your 

friends whom you wish to visit the garden and cannot bring with you. 
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